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March 12, 2010

TO: North Carclina Immmnization Program (NCIP) Participants
FROM: Beth Fowe-West, EIN.. B.S.N_. Head
Immmnmzation Branch
SUBJECT: URGENT: Switch to Pneumococcal Conjugate 13-Valent (PCV13) Vaceime

The purpose of this memo is to notify providers of the switch from pneumococeal conjugate 7-valent (PCV7) vaccine to the recently
licensed pneumococcal conjugate 1 3-valent (PCV13) vaccine. PCV13 provides protection against thirteen strains of pnenmococeal
bacteria. including the seven strains in PCV7, and wall replace PCV7 1n all provider practices.

On Thursday, March 18, 2010, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) will no lenger ship PCV7| and will begin
shipping PCV13. In order to reduce the amount of nnnsed PCVT in provider offices, NCIP will hold all PCV7T orders placed after 3
P.M. on Friday, March 12 and will ship them as PCV13 after March 18. PCV13 will be available in the North Carolina
Immmmization Registry (NCIR) beginming Friday March 192 PCV13 will be supplied in 10-pack, single dose synnges. Note that
PCV13 vaccine has been issued a new Current Procedural Termunology (CPT®) code, 90670.

PCV13 will be available from the NCIP for children who are Vaccines for Children (VFC) eligible, and either:
# Aged 2 months through 59 months, or
# High nisk children aged 60 through 71 months (that 15, having underlying medical conditions that increase their risk of
poeumococcal disease or complications)

Provisional recommendations by the Advisory Committee on Invmnmization Practices (ACIP) are available on-line at:

hitp: Awww. cde. govivaccines/recs/provisional'dovwnloads/pevi 3-mar-2010-508 pdf’ The Provisional Recommendations contain all of
the information on adoumstering PCV13, meluding after a cluld began the series with PCVY, and those needing a supplemental dose of
PCV13 afier completing their PCV7 series. The recommendations melude two tables fo help you decide what children need at vanouns
ages. Please print out the Provisional Recommendations and share them with all staff worlong in your immmunization programs.

As soon as an updated Vaccine Information Statement (VIS) for PCV13 15 available, 1t may be found at:
hitp:'wanw . ede_govivaccines pubsivis/defanlt htm  In the meantime please use the current VIS and supplement it with the
mamufacturer’s package mnsert or any other materials, written or verbal, that are appropriate.

Providers are advised to disconfinue the use of PCV7 as soon as you recerve PCV13, but do not dispose of or destroy the PCVT youn
have in stock. It 15 anticipated that the CDC will provide giudance in the near future on handling the remaining stock of PCVY. NCIP
staff will commmmicate this to providers when the guidance 15 available.

Questions or concerns should be addressed by contacting your regional immumization nurse (RIN), or by calling the Inmnumization
Help Desk, at 1-877-873-6247.
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